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Jo. Wyn dham; m. Y 
Will. P; 3 2 Merewelher 
Francis Thila, 


March 100. 1706 


SIR, 


T having been Woved 3 in the Grand Inqueſt, 
and Agreed unto by them, that you ſhould be 


deſir d to make Publick and Print the Excellent 
Sermon you Preach'd laſt Sunday before the 


Judges; I am commanded by them, and in their 
Names:to Preſent yo 1 25 to that Pur- 


cation o tack 


3 A 
e Ke 8 Y; Of AO Boland. | 
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Subſcrib'd by the reſt; 


Ca. 2 a 105 16: Elliot, 


Ed. Hearſt. FIA Middlecor, 
John Eyles, >... George South, 


Geo- Wyndham, John Fuel, 

Robert Duke, nee 
Will. Hitchcock; 11.5 + Wk ,,. 
Will. Hearſt, "Hh Tho. Ludlow, 


John Long, 


/ 


Z 


. 


Worſhip 


* 


DF as 


of the Grand- Fury. 


. 
| Could no more deny your unanimous 


Þ return you my Humble Thanks for 


the Honour you were pleas'd to do me in 


and 


Opinion te me initheſs things, twill be ed. 


fie for them, if they be Men of Senſe, to 


repreſent it to me, with the Reaſons that 


 mnquce them to it: And 'twill be hard for 


them, they be Ohriſtians, to do it other- 
ALHVLL COVE Big wi ſe 


ful the Gentlemen 


be Principles, which I defend, ave of 
ſuch Importance to the Peace, and Quiet, 
ability. of this Nation; d well ar fo 
conformable to good Reaſon and Scripture, 
that as they thereby recommended them- 
ſelves. to you, they ſhall not he deſerted by 
me: but I ſhall be always ready to defend 
7%%ͤ ip RE 

If there be any who ave of a contrary 
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wiſe than in Meekneſs 5 ind Groility. "at | 
within this Compaſs I Promiſe them a Re- 
{ ply. But the Ignorant Railmg of ſome at 
things they don't underſtand-; "the. vans oo © 
. Mi groe ntations of what 3s here ſaid, 
and the private Scandals which others Un- 
chriſtianly beflow upon me, I can deſpiſe : 
And if any of that Temper ould Pulilel. 
ly Attack me, I ſhall neglect them. Other- 
miſe I. hall not only be ready, but glad 8 
the Opportunity to Explam and farther 
| Uluftrate the W that 1 Hove. at 0 
ö vanc d. 
{ T Pray God to give 1 us 1 a true Senſe 
| of our ſad Diviſions; and à raght. Under- 
ſtaning and Loe of "thoſe. 1. hangs that 
would "make 155 our Peace : And am with 
all. ng ck 4 00 38 | 
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Cathedral. Church of Sarum, 


Aſſes Held for the County of Wits, 


Let your Moderation be bnown unto all 


F a 1 were to take Advice of a baſe Red 
J ſort of Wiſdom, he would be careful 


few as poſſible: for the avoiding that Cha- 
bring upon him. But when he has St. Paul 


to back him, when the Virtue 1s recom- 
mended in Scripture as what ſhould diſ- 


SERMON. 


PREACH'D in the 


AT THE 


Manch 9 . 


* 4 
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Putte. . 


Men : The Lord i is at Hand. 


to let his Moderation be known to as 


racter TEE ſo ungracious a Virtue would 


B cover 


2 A SERMON Preach'd 

cover it ſelf in our whole Behaviour, a 
Man ſhould then be neither aſham'd to 
practiſe nor afraid to own and promote 
it; when beſides its Natural Reaſonable:- 
neſs and Beauty it has the Guard of ſuch 
an Authority. F 
It were to be hoped that when Men ſo 
freely open againft it, tis not the Duty 
that they are diſpleas d with, but the falſe 


| Pretences to it; or if their Words ſome- 
l times ſeem to go beyond that, that it is an 
. undeſigned Miſtake. A Clear Explanation 
* therefore of it may remedy all this: For 
1 thereby Men will be able to diſcover where 


it really is, and to have ſuch a true Know- 
ledge of its Worth as not to dare to let 
their Anger come within that Compaſs 
which good Reaſon and Scripture de- 
fend. V 
I ſhall not then, however St. Paul might 
here be particular, confine my ſelf to any 
one Branch, or Occaſion of it: but as the 
Precepts of the Goſpel may be apply'd to 
all Circumſtances, and were written for 
thoſe that come after, I ſhall conſider the 
Duty in its full Extent, as it reaches us, 
Who are Men and Chriſtians, and Settled 
in this Conſtitution of aa, and 
tate. 


— . Rr 4" 


at the Ae Fees E Sisbury 


State. And to uſe a Method in this Cal 5 
I ſhall 
J. Set forth the Virtue of Moderation, 


What it is, and what are the Princi- 
ples of a Man endu'd with it. 


II. Shew the Excellency of it, and that 
a Man need not be aſham' d to let it 
be known unto all Men. 


III. Conſider the Reaſon given why Men 14 
ſhould put on and practice this Vir- — 
tue, The Lord is at Hand. And — 


1. Let us fee whe this Virtue of Mode 

ration is, and what are the Principles of a 

Man that poſſeſſes it. The Greet Word is 

enriches Or 1d iments, and that if we look into | 

the beſt Commentaries and Lexicons has EP 
different Interpretations, but all centring = 
in much the lame Temper. It 1s thought | 
here in the Text to {ignifie a Patent 12 — 

ſenation to the Will of God under their 5 
Sufferings, without any Anger or Curſes 
on their Perſecutors, leaving their Recom- 
pence, and their own Deliverance to the 
Lord, who was at hand in the Deſtruction 9 
of Jeruſa alem. It lignihes « a Meekneſs and F 
Ba - Gen- | 14 
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Gentleneſs of Diſpoſition, inclining us to 
bear with, and overlook and forgive, 
without any Peeviſh Frowardneſs or harſh 
Reſentment. It ſignifies a Love of, and a 
| Readinels to do what's proper, and decent, 
and honourable. It imports Juſtice and 
Equity; an even and impartial Frame of 
Mind both as to Things and . Perſons ; 
valuing and ſetting a Price.and Eſteem on 
every thing in Proportion to its true Va- 
lue, Worth and Weight; and dealing with 
every Man as we our ſelves would deſire 
to be dealt with, which is the ſureſt 
Rule of Equity. It's often taken for 
 Clemency and Tender-heartedneſs, often 
for a keeping a Medzum, and not running 
into Exceſſes either on one ſide or the o- 
ther; but ofteneſt, and moſt properly, 
for an Abatement of {tric Rigour, for 
a coming down from what 1n Severity 
may be thought our due; for a yielding 
and conceding, for an equitable Remit- 
tance and Softening of the Extremities 
of the Law. Therefore 'tis oppos'd to 
acting du, leverely and forcibly, and 
this is the Definition that Arzſtotle gives 
of this Virtue, and the Senſe that De- 
moſtbenes and others uſe it in. Within 
7 r - wm 
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{ome of theſe Senſes all that I ſhall {ay 
will come; and I can think of no Word 
in the Engliſb Tongue that will ſo well 

anſwer them as Moderation: preſerving 
a Medium, a Modus and Temper as we 
call it, eſteeming and being zealous for 
things according to their true Meaſure, 
not bearing upon the Edges, but ſteering 
in the Middle, governing our Paſſions ſo 
as to be able to bear with and forgive, 
and condeſcend to our Neighbours, and 
not to treat them with the rigorous Se- 
verities of a ſtretcht and tortur'd Juſtice. 
So that Moderation is not a flighting, 
and giving up, any thing that is truly juſt 
and valuable: It do's not ſuppoſe, that 
we are to abate of a true and honeſt Zeal 
and Courage, that is to be 1mploy'd in any 
thing that is in its own Nature good and 
neceſſary: No, but it teaches us to diſtin- 
guiſh theſe things from thole that are cir- 
cumſtantially ſo, and to eſteem them ſo 
much more, and to maintain and embrace 
them ſo much more earneſtly as they are 
better. A Man is not to be Moderately 
_ Honeſt, or Moderately Virtuous : Theſe 
are thin weak Scandals. ' Virtue and Ho- 
neſty are within the Line that Moderation 
| Walks 


——_—_— 
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A TEE RES 


walks in; nor is the Queſtion about them. 


The Queſtion is, whether a Man may not 


ſtoop from ſomewhat he may think his 
own Right? Whether he may not be gentle 


and compaſſionate * Whether he may not in 
things that are not ſo good as Peace, ſeek. 


Peace by giving them up? And the An- 


{wer is, No, A Man can't give up Juſtice 
and Honeſty. Whoever thought ſo? 'Tis 
a willing Miſtake. Theſe Virtues a Man 
that truly values Things muſt Prize; but 


then Moderation teaches him to be leſs ſo- 


licitous in leſſer things, and to bend in 


matters that are not ſo eſſentially good. 


Tis not a Man's Virtue and his Reaſon 
that he's to keep a Temper in and a Hand 
over; but his Paſſions : Tis not his Judg- 


ment and Underſtanding that he would 


cContradict, but his Deſires: Tis not in 


things that are truly good and valuable 


that he would make Condeſcenſions; but 
in things that being indifferent in them 
Helves, may, according to their Circum- 
| ſtances be good or evil. But if we come 
to particulars we ſhall better fee this. 


A Man then that truly has this Virtue | 
in his private Converſation, is firſt, exact- 
ly Juſt in giving to all their due; and then 

e a: 
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Courteous and Civil, and Obliging. His 
Carriage 1s Peaceable and Quiet to all with 
with whom buſineſs or opportunity lead 
him to Converſe : And he thinks nothing 
almoſt will anſwer his being unealy or vex- 
atious to them; tho' his Inclination may 
carry him to accompany with thoſe that 
are moſt agreeable to him in Opinion: 
Yet his Juſtice and Charity are not con- 
_ fined, and neither the Violence of Party 
nor the Reſentment of Injury, can make 
him with-hold thoſe neceſſary Duties. 
In his Opinions, he is not ſo conceit- 
edly poſitive as to make them the Stand- 
ard of his Neighbours : Nor in his Rights 
ſo nicely ſenſible as to make them their 
Plague. He never Maintains and Vindi- 
cates the one to make Men ſubmit, but 
when the Importance requires it: He ne- 
ver proſecutes the other but when tis plain 
and notorious, and other means fail: In 
both when the Occaſions are but mean and 
trivial, he can ſilently let them drop; IF 
otherwiſe, he can follow them with Tem- 
per: As much as lies in him, if it be pol- 
ſible, he ſtudies to keep Peace with all 
Men. 1 
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As he muſt neceſſarily meet with many 
little diſturbances and vexations which 
the Vanity and Folly and Wickedneſs of 

the World will caſt in his way; this Tem- 
per gives him {ſuch a Command of himſelf 
as to yeild ſomewhat to Mens Infirmities, 
and forgive their ill Nature. And as he 
cannot promiſe himſelf to keep free from 
thoſe weakneſſes whereby he may injure 
or offend others, he has not ſuch a ſenſe 
of Honour as to double his Folly and his 
Injury by an obſtinate perſiſting ; but is 
ready to acknowledge it, and beg pardon 
of the Offended Perſon. As Men have all 
one Father, and one God hath made them, 
why ſhould they deal treacherouſly, inju- 
riouſly, malicioufly, baſely, or rudely one 


. Ld 


— 
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with another : VU 
Conſider him as a Chriſtian, a Member 
of the Catholick Church; he thinks that 
that Revelation is the compleateſt Syſtem of 
the Will of God: the Laws ſo juſt, the En- 
couragments ſo ſtrong, the Aſſiſtances vouch- 
ſaf d in it ſo great, that the Bleſſing can 
never enough be priz d by thoſe that en- 
joy it. Vet he knows not how to condemn 
all thoſe that having been neceſſarily ig- 
norant of theſe Truths have made an — 
ne 
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neſt aſe of the Light they had; and knows 


no harm in believing that the Blood of 
that Lamb that was ſlain from the Foun- 
dation of the World reaches all in every 
| Nation under Heaven, that fear God and 
work Righteouſneſs. 

For Chriſtians themſelves, The Scri- 


pture is their Rule, and their only Rule 
of Faith and Life. Such an Help and 


Guide as to a Man that reads it with an 
unprejudic'd mind, with a ſincere Love 
and deſire of finding out the Truth, Will 
direct and carry him forward i in a {ure 


way to Salvation ; and he ſhall err in no- 


thing neceſſary to that end. Otherwiſe it 
muſt be ſaid, that either God did not de- 
ſign to give us a clear Revelation, or elſe 
that He could not ſo expreſs Himſelf as 
to accompliſh what He deſign'd. 


Thole things which are not plain, are 


not neceſſary; thoſe things which we can- 


. not comprehend, are no tarther neceſſary 


than is reveal d. And when Men go about 
to explain and make them clear to the 

World, they go about a Work they need 
not: But when they thruſt into the Faith 


their vam Philoſophy, and impole their 
anten Meeties for neceſſary Religion, 
0 


they 


— 
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they do more than they can juſtiſie. How 
far ſome Councils have been Guilty of this, 
carried more with a zealous Hatred to a 
Man or Party than a Love for neceſſary 
Truth, let them, that think it concerns 
them, lee. b ED 
Thoſe Diſputes which vex Chriſtianity, 
and have vex'd it from the very beginning, 
in difficult and abſtruſe Points, have been 
much more deplorable in their Conſequen- 
ces than conſiderable in themſelves. Such 
they are, that Men may be {av'd on both 
ſides; yet ſuch as a Man would take 
{ome Pains to convince Men in: That they 
are worth, but to make them the Cauſe 
of Fire and Sword, to turn Chriſtianity 
8877 Blood and Deſolation; Who can bear 
The Main end and deſign of Chriſtiani- 
ty was certainly to reform the World, to 
make Men better. The Grace of God ap- 
peared to teach Men, that denying Ungod- 
_ Imeſs and wordly Luſts, they ſhould walk 
ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly in this pre- 
ſent world: Feſus Chriſt was lent to bleſs 
us, by turning every one of us from our 
Iniquities; and tho' ſome one Form of 
Government was Inſtituted as proper to 


g 
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carry on this end; yet © he that conſiders 
right, cannot believe the Bleſling and 
Coodnels of God ſo ty d up to that, as to 
leave thoſe who want it W 0 Condemn- 
ation, tho' in their own, they attain the 


great End of Chriſtianity, and live the 
Laves of Chriſtians. Such a Man abhors 
the turning of a reaſonable Rule of Life, 

Religion into Mechaniſm and a Charm : 
and making his own Sect, as a Conjurer's 


Circle the only me of Safety from the 
Devil. 


He cannot ſqueeze and ſtraiten the acod- 
neſs of God hare the Revelation has not 

mark'd our a way for his Judgment; and 

chain him down as the Heathens did their 
Idols to his own Houle or City: and there- 
fore doubts not wherever Mens knowledge 
is fincere, and their Practice Chriſtian : 
The God of Juſtice and Mercy will acquit 


and receive them, in what Church or Body 
of Men whatſoever. 


Even in that Church which is the Mo- 


ther of Corrupt ions, which has brought 
down Chriſtianity to ſomething worſe than 


good Natural Religion; wherever the be- 


lief of thoſe Follies may be {uppos'd to 
conſiſt with an honeſt Mind and a good 


C2 Practice : : 
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Practice: Wherever the Ignorance is invin- | 
cible, and the Life according to the beſt | 
Knowledge, there is a Juſtihcation and a 
Excuſe. A Man will be accepted according b 
to that which he hath, and not according to | 
that which he hath not, and cannot have. , 

In the other, the Reform'd Churches i 
which have nothing unſound either in Do- 
ctrine or Worſhip, we may rather call it f 
their unhappineſs than their fault, if they | 
are deficient in their Ordinations. But | 
there's nothing requiſite towards Salvation 
but they are ſafe in, if there be nothing re- 
quiſite towards Salvation but Repentance | 
towards God, and Faith towards our Lord ; 
| Theſe are the Principles of a Moderate 
Man, as to theſe things, They may be cal- 
led Latitude, or any other Word which ' 

Men pleaſe; but tis ſetting the Building | 
to reſt upon its true Foundation. All ; 
things in Religion cannot be of the fame | 
worth. Practice is the end of all the reſt: ö 
Therefore unwilful Errors in Faith, much } 

leis Miſtakes in any outward Conſtitutions, 
he cannot ſet upon the {ame foot with Sins 4 
in Practice. Wickedneſs he takes to be the 5 
greateſt Hereſy, and a good Life the trueſt . 
Ortbodoxy. N If 

1111 AAHOER WORISS * 


W ͤ ²˙ w O 


44 the Aſſees at Salisbury 


„ 


a 


If any of thoſe Errors Men may fall into 

are worth correcting (as many of them, are 
to ſettle them in the Purity of Faith,) that 
will be beſt done by cool Reaſoning, by hard 
Arguments and ſoft Words. Nothing elſe 
will juſtifie clamour, and evil ſpeakmg, and 


reviling the Man we oppoſe; and twill 


good. This as a Chriſtian. 


As a Member of this Church in parti- 


cular : a Man, that acts by this Principle 


never juſtifie it ſelf for it never does any 


of Moderation, highly values and admires - 


diſpenſe with his Obedience, with his 
Reſpect and Reverence to them. An 


tho he will not venture to ſay that any 
Humane Conſtitution is without its Faults, 
yet he thinks that ours has as few Im- 
perfections and comes as near to the Pri- 
mitive Pattern as any Church ſince thoſe 
Times ever did. No- 


its Conſtitution, and ſtrictly conforms 
Hhimſelf to its Laws. Its Prayers he looks 
on as Solid and Devout, and therefore 
heartily joins with them : Its Doctrines 
Pure and Sound, and therefore ſincerely 
believes them: Its Ceremonzes Decent and 
Lawful, and therefore complies with 
them : Its Bz/hops, as Primitive, and as 
his Superiours, and therefore lets nothing 
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Nothing can juſtifie a Man's Separa- 
lion from it but his Conſcience. Where- ö 


cuver that cannot be pleaded, and on good 
Grounds too; there the Conſideration of 
Peace and Unity ſhould prevail, and 'tis a 


» 


Sin to reſiſt it. I lay, the Bleflings and the 
Advantages of Peace and Union, the diſ- 
ma] and unhappy Conlequences of Divi- 
ſton, thoſe Animoſities and Heats, that 
Anger and Hatred, thoſe Revengeful and 
Malicious Thoughts, thoſe Injuries in 
Word and Deed, that follow a Separatzon : TH 
That Danger to the Publick Good by the *' 
Advantage that 1s given to the Enemy to = 
enter at the Breaches that are made, and 
to deſigning Men to make uſe of theſe 
Differences for a State-Tool to deſtroy 
both Parties The Scandals and Offence 
that Good Men may weakly take, and 
the Ill Uſes that Wicked Men will make 
of them: I ſay theſe ſad Effects that con- | 
ſidering the Wickednels, and Corruption 
and Intereſts of the World will be the ö 
/ neceſſary Conſequences of theſe unnecel- | 
- fary Diviſions, ſhould engage Men, by 
all that they can value and all that they 
can fear, to weigh Things ſeriouſly, to 
put aſide all Partiality, and with a 2 
ling 
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ling Mind. examine the Laws and Mea- 


{ures of Conformity Not to take up their 
Opinions at Adventures, nor to main- 


tain and perſevere in them but on Well- 
debated Grounds : to look cloſely into 
themſelves, and ſee whether the Preju- 
dices of Education, or the Unreaſonable- 


nels of Paſſion or the Appearance of a 


| ſtricter Sanctity, or the eaſie but ftrong 


Bias of Intereſt may not have a faſter 
Hold on them than they are aware of; 


to diſentangle themſelves from all theſe 
Snares; and to ſuffer nothing but a Con- 


Icience, that they have taken all due 
Pains rightly to inform, to keep them 


from a conſtant and hearty Communion 
with the Eſtabliſhment. 


But if notwithſtanding a true Senſe of 
the Force of theſe Arguments upon one 
that is not under ſuch Ties as he finds 


himſelf, a Man cannot bring his Conſci- 
ence, after his beſt Care, to believe thoſe 
things lawful or neceſſary which are re- 
- quired of him; "Tis as much his Duty to 
Separate as it is to be an honeſt and ſincere 
Man, as it is not to act againſt his Conſci- 
ence. And 'twill be hard to prove that he 
ſins in it except we can prove that God Tus 
a1 
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lnaid a Man under a Neceſſity of Sinning 

on one ſide or the other, after he has done 
all that he can to avoid it. 1 


e 
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It ẽs certain that ſuch a Separation or Con- ; 

ſcience can never deſerve thole Hard Words {}. 
that are beſtow'd upon it; or that Men, who 1 
have the lame Baptiſin, the ſame Faith, the  » 


fame hope of tberr Calling, the ſame Lord, 8 
the ſame God and Father with us, and dif- 
fer in Things of no great Concern, ſhould © 
be eſteem'd worſe than the moſt corrupt 
Part of the Chriſtian Church, worle than N 
Mahometans, Heathens and Infidels. 55 
It were heartily to be Pray d for, that i 
Men could be of the ſame Mind, if that 
may be Pray'd for, which can't be ex- g 
pected : But if that can't be, and there be | 
no Chriſtianity in it, yet there's another 
thing that may be, and there's great deal 
of Chriſtianity in that, and that is to bear 
with one another and forgive one another 
tho' we do differ. I am almoſt aſham'd to 
think that ever it ſhould need being recom- 
mended, or that Men ſhould want Forgive- | 
neſs. Forgiveneſs for what? For not being 
of the lame Complexion and Stature, and 
Gate, for the Differences in thoſe things are 
no more neceflary than not agreeing in all 
Opinions. e 
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Such Differences perhaps may ſerve to a 


good end. And as in Converſation they en- 
Iten and open a Man's Parts and keep him 
awake, ſo in the Church they may provoke 
Men's Emulation and further their Learn- 
ing and Induſtry ; as Winds keep a Country 


wholſom, and cleanſe it of all its lazy Fogs. 


Such ifferences are not indeed the Cauſes 
of thoſe Animoſities that ariſe from them. 
but they ariſe from them only occaſionally ; 
tis Men's Pride only that Contention comes 
from, tis becauſe they cannot ſupport any 
Contradiction to what they pleaſe to think. 
Hence comes that Paſſion, which as it is 
not Chriſtian ſo it is not wiſe; for it never 
accompliſhes a Man's Converſion, if that be 
really the end of it; 1he Wrath of Man 


never workt the righteouſneſs of God. 
But if hard Thoughts and Words can't be 


_ juſtified, much leſs Perſecution and Oppreſ- 
fron: A Man has a Natural Right to Liberty 


of Conſcience, which no body can take away 


from him, no not he himſelf, and there can 
be no Reaſon to reſtrain it, except where the 
Principles tend to the Deſtruction of the (- 

vil State. Perſecution can never reach a 
Mans inward Perſuaſions; it may force him 
indeed to confeſs with his Mouth, what he 
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does not believe in his Heart : But no good 


Man would lay a Temptation to that in 
anothers way. a 
Moderation then teaches a Man to allow 


all, their Liberty of Thinking, and to con- 
troul them no other way but by Reaſon 


and Argument, except in the Caſe before 
mention d. 


Nay farther, it teaches a Man that ſome- 
thing may and ſhould be conceded to thoſe 


who diſſent, tho unreaſonably from us. 
Here twould be well if our Brethren 


would conſider and learn this Leſſon of A 
deration, and believe that ſomething might 
be yielded to their Governours, and to the 
Opinions of thoſe that differ from them, 

and not complain of the Stiffneſs of others 


when they themſelves are ſtiff and untracta- 


ble: Vet if that be not to be gained twould 

be noble to begin and try; and if there be 
any thing, the amending of which would 
make the Conſtitution ſtill more unexcep- 
tionable; if any thing lo indifferent that the 


leaving it out would not make it worſe; if 


any thing that being remov'd would not 
) 5 = 


ſhake the Foundation or corrupt either the 

Purity or Decency of our Worſhip, it would 

be no Diſgrace to give it up for as much 
Peace 
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peace as it would purchaſe. It would be an 
Honour on ſuch Conditions to ceaſe from 
Strife, and being firſt pure than to be Peace- 
able and Gentle, or Moderate. 
I)his is the Meder ation the Church of Eng- 
land it {elf allows, 1n the Preface to her 1 it 
Turgy: This is the Moderation was us d in its 
firſt Eſtabliſhment; and 'tis hard that that 
eale that was then intended for other Diſſen- 
ters ſhould any ways be turn'd as a Difficui- 
ty upon thole that afterwards come as much 
to want it and much more to de. ſerve it. 
This as a Member of the Church, as a Sub- 
ject of the State, and Living under ſuch a 
e he admires the Frame and 
Temper of it; where there is a juſt Mode- 
vation preſerv d, in having ſuch a Proviſion 
made both for tlie Authority of the Prince, 
and the Liberty of the People: and therefore 
he ſets himſelf to Live a quiet and peaceable 
Life under it in all Godlineſos and Honeſty. 
The Prince has in it all the Power that a 
good Prince can deſire, of being a Bleſſing 
and Happineſs to his people; and the People 
have all the Liberty they can expect in an 
Aſſurance that he ſhall not be able to do 
them any harm. 
EE” Poa as this Conſtitution will carry. it, 
fo far his Loyalty goes : He obeys the Prince 
D 2 accord- 
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ſities; picks not up all the little Surmiſes 


and Stories that may bring Contempt or 
Diſlike on the Adminiſtration; he makes not 

the worſt of thoſe Miſtakes that the wiſeſt 
Men may fall into, nor of the ill Succeſſes = 
which the beſt-laid Deſigns muſt meet with. 
But beyond this, if an Invaſion be made 
on the Liberties of the People, if the Con- 
{titution be {truck at, and the Foundation 
of all that's dear to Mankind broke thro' ; 
if the Will and Pleaſure of the Prince be {et 
in the place of all thoſe Laws that are the 
Security of a Nation, he cannot {it ſtill. 
and ſee his Mother bound and abus d before 

his Face, but thinks a Reſiſtance to ſuch At- 

tempts both jutt and honourable; this his 
Moderation, which lets a true Value on 
things, teaches him. 


For except Government and Nations 
were made for the ien and the Pride 


of 


N to the Laws with all Neadinelz; 5 
Contributes to the Neceſlities and Demands 
ok the State within that Compaſs, with all 
Chearfulneſs and Vigour ; animates and en- 
courages Men to an feaſie and dutiful Sub. 
jection, to a brisk and hearty Service of their 
Sovereign and Country; he makes not Suſ- 
picions, and diſtant and groundleſs Fears 
the Occaſions of Grumblings and Animo- 
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of one Man, and not That Man for the Co- 
vernment and the good of Nations, except 
Nature and Reaſon, which both riſe up a- 


gainſt ſuch oppreſſion were in vain given us: 
except St. Faul argue wrong, who makes the 
Powers being ordain'd for Mens good the only 


Reaſon of their Subjection; except our Con- 
ſtitutions being plac'd in different Hands to 
be checks on one another be only a Name; 
except the Parlianient, the Laws, the Pro. 
perty of the Subject be only a Cobweb and 
and a ſhadow; except this and much more, 
Paſſrve Obedience, that unnatural Doctrine 
is as certainly falſe, as it is certainly true 
that thoſe who pretend to believe it care 


the leaſt to practiſe it. 


L have now done with the Firſt Head, 
and ſhew'd you what the Principles of a 


Moderate Man are, perhaps too fully : But 


the thing is too good to be afham d of, and 
the Times too good to be afraid to own it. 


II. Why indeed ſhould a Man be aſham'd 


to own and profeſs it, to ſpeak to the Se- 
cond Thing, when tis really ſo excellent a 
Virtue, that we may with Honour let it be 


known unto all Men. 


'Tis what Reaſon, and good Senſe, and 


good Nature recommend; to be zealous for 
thihgs 
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geroufly encloſe Virtus: To be gentle and 
caly to all: To be ready to give up what's 
leſs worthy for what is truly valuable, in- 
animate Nature it ſelf, the whole Creation 
gives Teſtimony to it, where all things are 
preſerved in their Being, and Beauty, and 
Perfection by that Mean that is obſerv'd 
in them, and brought to Corrpution and 


burdens; to condeſcend to thoſe that are 


things according to their worth and value: 
To keep between the extremities that dan- 


Ruin by Violence and Exceſs on either ſide. 


Tis what the Scripture molt expreſly 
commands, and 1s a branch of that Charity 
which ſuffereth long and is kmd, which en- 
vieth not and is not eaſily provok'd ; which 


bopeth all things and endureth all things: 


Of that Charity which teaches to bear with 


and forgive one another; to be gentle and 
ealy to be intreated ; to bear one another's 


weak; to become all things to all Men; not to 


pleaſe our ſelves, but every one of us to pleaſe 


his Neighbour for his good to Edification, 
to put away all bitterneſs and evil ſpeakmg, 
and wrath and anger and clamour, to be 


patient towards all Men, im meekneſs m- 


ſtructing thoſe who oppoſe themſelves. 1 
might mention many more Places through- 


out the New Teſtament, The 


an 
n 
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The Author of which, Griſt Jeſus, was 
our great Pattern in this Virtue: Cod him- 


3 {elf propoſes Himſelf to our Imitation un- 
= der this Character. Good God! If there 
I could have been in him thoſe Paſſions that 
| Men expreſs to one another ; If He had 


been ſo extreme and rigorous on every de- 
fault and fin of ours; If He had not known 
how to forgive out of His Infinite Patience 
and Long-Suffering ; If He could not have 
pals'd by and been ready to pardon and for- 
get greater offences than we poor Creatures 
can commit againſt one another; It He 
could not have abated of that Sentence 
which his Juſtice could have executed; If 


22 4 « GI - am þ . " ut; * 4 8 1 
2 4 SI ns Saba "BL 5 Hake I." * a 42 12 . 1 
WA go eee ; - e oh Wine hinge 
* * * aq 2 


| Chriſt Jeſus, tho greater than any are, 
| could not have humbled himlelt lower than 


ö any Man will and have condeſcended from 

the Throne of his Glory, to have took on 
him ſinful Fleſh, and to have died for us, 
even when we were Enemies to Him; 
Where had we now been? "Twas well we 
fell into the hands of God, and not into the 
bands of. Men...” - © . 
Tis Moderation only that can ever carry 
its end, and convince and convert our Ad- 
verſaries. Anger and Heat give a Man an 

ill Impreſſion of him that brings it; ang 

e he 
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he'll never believe that he deſigns him any 
good when he has ſuch an untoward way 
of ſhowing it. When Zeal has a rough edge 
and is in a rough hand, it may ſerve to hack 
and hew and deftroy, but it muſt be ſoft- 
en'd with Prudence and Temper, and then 
as a Razor ſet in oil, with a ſharp and a 
{mooth edge it will carry all before it, and 
take off Mens Prejudices and Obſtinacy. 
Tis this that is the Glory of our Church, 
whoſe outward Conſtitution is ſeated be- 
tween the extremes of Pageantry and Inde- 
cency: Tis this that is the excellency of our 


State, that is in the Middle, bending nei- 


ther to Confuſion nor Arbitrary Power. 
A Man then that follows ſuch good Pre- 
cedents, whole Temper 1s neither baſe nor 
ſtubborn, whoſe Religion is neither Super- 
ſtition nor Enthuſiaſm, whoſe Conformity 
is neither looſe nor intractible, whoſe Loy- 
alty is neither Levelling nor Slaviſh; when 
he has good Nature and Senſe and Reaſon, 
when he has Scripture, and the Example as. 
well as the Word of God, when he has our 


own Government both in Civil and Eccle- 


ſiaſtical Matters to defend and back him, 
need not be afraid to venture himſelf under 
ſuch a guard againſt any oppoſition ; or 5 

5 5 1am d 
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mam d to own thoſe Fringiples, which are fo 
gloriouſſy ſupported. _ | 

We of this Nation have more particular ds 
ſon to value this Virtue, becauſe by it we enjoy 
all that we enjoy. 
Twas Moderation, a prudent and calm Ma- 
nagement; not wit Bog arge and violent Steps, 
nor puſhing hard againſt thoſe that were likely 
to diſſent, but leaving ſome ſpace for them; that 
was the Eſtabliſhment and Perfecting of c our firſt 
Reformation, and een us that pure Reli- 
gion which we enjoy. 

"Twas Moderation, after the extravagancies 
and madneſs of the Troubleſome Times, when 
Men began to grow cool and ſee the Folly of 
' their Violence by the Effects of it, that brought 
again to the Kingdom and Throne, the Royal 5 a- 
mily. And the fame might have maintain d 
8 it in every Branch. | 
| Here indeed we have ſomewhat to thank a 
| lafty violence and zeal for; for that it was that 
confounded and broke all the Deſigns that were 
formed againſt us. May the blindneſs of a Pre- 
cipitant Fury alway's be to our Enemies and thoſe 
that Hate us. 

"Twas Moderation, whether Men would e or no, 
that brought them to Lay and Deſign that Clori- 
_ 0115 Revolution that ſav d us from Two of the worſt 
Ahn in | the World, fa Fee #6 Weben. TwWas 
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the Temper and Principle of that Great Prince 
that was God's mighty Inſtrument in it. 
A Prince, that after He had at the greateſt ha- 
ꝛard refcued us, ſtill went on with his Heart and 
Fortune, and Life, to Defend us; and after He ) 
lad Settled a Succeſſion in ſuch a Way as might 
Secure the Religion He had fav'd, Reſign d his 
Throne, which His Virtue had preferv'd for Her 
| i and the Hearts of His People, to a Queen who 


if " 


'' fo defervedly fills both” ME 

| That having now Reign'd but Five Years, a 

{mall part, a very {mall part, we hope, of Her 

Ls Reign, has {prea the Glory and ſettled the Hap- 

Rid Swi of the Engliſh Nation beyond what former 

Ages could ever boaſt, or the Preſent hope for, 

Victory abroad runs on like a rapid Torrent, that 

no hing can withſtand; and Juſtice at Home flows 

like a deep and ſilent Stream, ſpreading it ſelf 

thro all the Parts of the Land, without the checks 

and ſtops of Arbitrary Power to make it roar and 

| affrighten the Neighbourhood. Peace flouriſhes 

14 at Home, and dreſſes it felt up in the rich and 

1 coſtly Attire of Plenty, and Union from a Neigh- : 
bouring Nation gives us a Confidence that that 

Peace and that Plenty ſhall be laſting and encreaſ- 

11 ing. When a Man thinks of theſe things, and 

. conſiders how the Lord delights in the Proſperi- 

1 ty of His Servant, and how happy, and how bleſ- 

Wi {ed the People are that are in our Caſe, a Joy riſes 

M! in his Breaſt, he can't contain, and 'tis impoſſible 
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to be Mollerute. Nay rather; That joy is fo juft 
that it's impoſlible to be Immoderate in it. 
Tis Moderatibn again that has given us this U- 
nion: That has compleated this great Work that 
for a hundred Years before has been ineffectually 
attempted, to the Honour of thoſe that were con- 
cern' d inthe framing, promoting, managing and 
| perfecting of it, to the immortal Glory of that 
Reign wherein it is accompliſh'd. Such a Temper 
there was in all the Demands of each Nation; ſuch 
a Condeſcenſion to one anothers Laws and Inte- 
reſts; ſuch a ſtout Calmneſs in paſſing over all thoſe 
Occaſions that were laid for Quarrel and Violence; 
theſe Things were ſo viſible in it, that this great 
Work muſt be allow'd to be the Workmanſhip of 
c ono MR 
And as this Virtue hath always ſav'd us, ſo it 
muſt be this alone that muſt ſecure from thoſe E- 
vils, which no Power, without the Aſſiſtance of our 
own Pride and Contentions, our own Unreaſona- 
ble Stiffneſs in Party and Faction can bring upon us. 
In ſhort then, when Gentleneſs and Good Na- 
ture, when Clemency and Tenderneſs, when For- 
bearance and Forgiveneſs, when a juſt Eſtimation 
of muß and a reaſonable and kind Condeſcenſion 
are no Virtues, then, and not till then, may we be 
blefs'd with the honourable Character of Immo- 


derare Men. 8 . BE « LEY ihe 

I ſhould now ſpeak to the Third Thing, The 

Lord is at hand , I hamt time, I ſhall only men- 
. 8 tion 
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tion one Text that will ſhew what I would | 
If that Servant whom his Lord ſhall ſet over his 
houſe ſhall ſay in his heart, My Lord delayeth his 
coming, and ſhall begin to beat the Mien ervants 
and Maidens, quid to eat and drink,and be drunken ; 
the Lord of that Servant ſhall come in a day when 
| belookethnot forbim, and at an hour when he is not 
aware, and ſhall cut him aſunder, and appoint him 
His portion with theUnbelievers and Conclude with . 
the Words of the Great ArchbiſhopT?/lot ſon. Speak- © 
ing of Biſhop Wilkms he lays, I purpoſely mention 
His Moderation, and likewiſe adventure to com- 
mend him for it: Notwithſtandmg that this Virtue, 
ſo much efteem'd and magnified by miſe Men in all 
Ages, hath of late been declamid agamfi with fo 
much Leal.and Fierceneſs, and yet with that good 
| Grace, ant Confidence as if it were not only noVir- 
Tue, but ven the Sum and Abridgment of all Vices. 
| 5 I ſay #otwithſtandmg all this I am ſtill of the Old 
Odbinion, That Moderation is a Virtue, and one of 
"rhe peculiar Ornaments and Advantages 'of the 
excellent Conftitution of our urch, and muſt at 
Nat be the Temper of ber Members, eſpecially the _ : 
| Clergy, Fever we ſeriouſly mtend the. firm: Hf. 
| *Bliſhment of this. Church, and do not mdufiriouſly 
en; by cheriſhing Heats and Hiuiſions among — 
Wi | * Trives, to let in 2 af Loghe Breaches., 
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